
LUNG CANCER IN EUROPE

Lung cancer is the second most common form of cancer 
globally, claiming an estimated 1.8 million lives in 2020.1

Document ID: Z4-33366   Date of preparation: May 2021

Up to

Early-Stage Disease (Stages I, II, IIIA) Advanced Disease (Stages IIIB, IIIC, IV)

EGFR is a protein that helps cells to grow.
Mutated forms of the EGFR gene and 
protein have been found in some types of 
cancer, including NSCLC. These changes 
may cause cancer cells to grow 
uncontrollably and spread in the body.15

The Role of Biomarkers in NSCLC 

Approximately 70% of patients present with locally-
advanced or metastatic NSCLC.6 For locally
advanced, which means the cancer has spread into
the tissues around the lungs, an estimated 35% of
patients survive for five years or longer.10 For
metastatic, which means the cancer has spread to
distant parts of the body, around 7% of patients live
for five years or longer.10

Up to 30% of NSCLC patients are diagnosed with
early-stage (IꟷIIIA) disease.6 Early-stage lung
cancer diagnoses are often only made when the
cancer is found on imaging for an unrelated
condition.7,8 Five-year recurrence rates are
approximately 45% in Stage IB, 62% in Stage II, and
76% in Stage III.9

Staging in NSCLC

A point mutation is a single base change
within the gene.12 The change is small but can have
a significant impact on the body as they can serve
as indicators of various types of cancer and many
promote tumour growth.11,13

Biomarker testing is critical to learning
more about each patient’s tumour type and can be
used to help determine treatment options. Based on
the test results, patients may be matched with
targeted therapies aimed at specific biomarkers
present in their genetic profile.14

Impact:

Testing:

What are Epidermal Growth 
Factor Receptor (EGFR) 
mutations?

//////////////////////////////////////// ////////////////////////////////////////

Approximately 10-15% of NSCLC patients in 
Europe have EGFR mutations.16

Over 1 in 5 of global lung cancer deaths occur in Europe, 
where it is the leading cause of cancer death.1,2

of cases are associated 
with EGFR, KRAS, 
ALK, MET or ROS-1.*1150%

NSCLC cases are often associated with 
point mutations and biomarkers. 

Approximately 

*Epidermal Growth Factor Receptor (EGFR), Kirsten rat sarcoma (KRAS), Anaplastic lymphoma kinase (ALK), mesenchymal epithelial transition factor (MET), c-ros oncogene 1 (ROS1)
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20% of the world’s lung cancer 
cases are in Europe.1,2

Non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) originates
from the larger cells in the lungs, such as epithelial
cells lining the lung airways or mucus-producing
cells.3 The majority of lung cancers (~85%) are
classified as NSCLC.4

Small cell lung cancer (SCLC) is less common and
originates from small, hormone-releasing cells.
SCLC is more aggressive and fast-growing
compared to NSCLC.5

Types of Lung Cancer////////////////////////////////////////////////// //////////////////////////////////////////////////



LUNG CANCER IN EUROPE

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, accounting for over 4,000 cancer 
deaths in 202017

• Third most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 5,200 new 
cases in 202017

Austria

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, killing over 6,800 people in 
202018

• Second most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 9,600 new 
cases diagnosed in 202018

Belgium

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, killing over 3,900 people in 
202019

• Second most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 5,000 new 
cases diagnosed in 202019

Denmark

Finland
• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, killing over 2,300 people in 

202020

• Third most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 2,900 new 
cases diagnosed in 202020

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, killing over 37,000 people in 
202021

• Third most common cancer diagnosed, with approximately 48,300 new 
cases diagnosed in 202021

• French men are more than twice as likely to be diagnosed as French 
women21

France

Lung Cancer in Europe by the Numbers/////////////////////////////////////// ///////////////////////////////////////
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LUNG CANCER IN EUROPE

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, with over 33,600 deaths in 202023

• Second most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 41,900 new 
cases in 202023

• Accounted for almost 20% of cancer deaths in Italy in 202023

Italy

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, accounting for over 2,200 deaths 
in 202024

• Third most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 3,200 new 
cases in 202024

Ireland

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, accounting for over 2,100 
deaths in 202025

• Third most commonly diagnosed cancer, with more than 2,600 new 
cases in 202025

Israel

The Netherlands • Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, accounting for over 11,100 
deaths in 202026

• Third most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 13,500 new 
cases in 202026

• Highest rate of mortality of any cancer, accounting for almost one-
quarter of cancer deaths in the Netherlands in 202026

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, accounting for over 2,400 deaths in 
202027

• Third most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 3,300 new 
cases in 202027

Norway

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, accounting for over 50,200 deaths 
in 202022

• Third most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 64,800 new 
cases in 202022

Germany
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LUNG CANCER IN EUROPE

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, accounting for over 27,400 deaths in 
202028

• Most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 29,500 new cases in 
202028

Poland

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, accounting for over 4,700 
deaths in 202029

• Third most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 5,400 new 
cases in 202029

• More than three times as many men as women diagnosed in 202029

Portugal

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, accounting for over 22,900 
deaths in 202030

• Third most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 29,100 new 
cases in 202030

Spain

Sweden

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, accounting for over 3,500 deaths
in 202032

• Third most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 4,500 new 
cases in 202032

Switzerland

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, accounting for over 36,500 deaths 
in 202033

• Accounts for more than 20% of cancer deaths in the UK in 202033

• Third most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 51,900 new 
cases in 2020 – which equates to nearly 140 cases every day33

United Kingdom

• Leading cause of cancer-related deaths, accounting for over 3,800 deaths 
in 202031

• Third most commonly diagnosed cancer, with approximately 4,500 new 
cases in 202031
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